
THE GIFT NOT TO GIVE 
 

 Whether it’s for a sibling, a child, or other loved ones, a Christmas puppy or 

kitten may seem like an exciting present.  Pets are a wonderful addition to a family and a 

great friend, but they require a great amount of responsibility and care by the owner. 

 

 Receiving a pet as a gift does not allow new “owners” to choose a pet for 

themselves, and it’s more likely that they are not prepared for the responsibility and care 

that an animal requires.  I offer five alternatives to the Christmas pet: 

 

o  A donation to local animal shelter or a national organization such as the Humane 

Society in the name of the loved one is a gift that any animal lover can appreciate. 

 

o  Donating time, perhaps with the intended gift-receiver, also may make a very special, 

personal gift. 

 

o  Even if love ones plan on getting a dog, cat, or other pet, don’t surprise them with one.  

They might be waiting for a reason, may be looking for something specific, or simply 

want to be the one to pick put their new companion.  However, a gift card is a great help 

when the loved one is ready to purchase their pet. 

 

o  Pet supplies, such as collars, toys, and treats, also make good presents even if there is 

not a pet to use them yet.  They can help the receiver prepare for all the responsibility a 

pet entails.  And, if a person decides they’re not ready for the responsibility yet, local 

shelters can often use the supplies. 

 

o  A  parent considering a puppy or kitten for the family may want to have the necessary 

supplies under the tree but wait on getting the new family member itself.  The hustle and 

bustle of holiday activities, especially the chaos of some Christmas mornings, can be 

detrimental for an animal trying to get acclimated to its new home. 

 

 Kids will also enjoy helping pick out their new companion, though parents are 

ultimately responsible for a pet’s well being. 

 

 A book about a favorite animal or potential pet is also a great option.  Learning 

more will make sure a person is ready for the commitment.  Books can also provide quick 

but reliable answers to some questions that can come along when caring for an animal. 

 

 Remember, dogs and cats are living creatures that depend upon their owner for 

care.  The adorable animal under the tree needs food, toys, training, and most of all, time. 

 

 I many cases, the holiday pet’s requirements become too much for the new 

owners and many “Christmas presents” find themselves needing a new home – or worse. 

 

 


