
This information is being offered as an educational tool.  It is not meant to discourage 

puppy buyers from seeking out a Mastiff as a family pet, but as a reputable breeder, I feel 

it is my responsibility to make sure that a potential buyer knows for sure what owning a 

Mastiff entails. 

 

Is a Mastiff the Right Dog For Me? 
 

So you're interested in a Mastiff.  Owning a Mastiff can be the beginning of a wonderful 

relationship with years of happiness, but it can also be the beginning of an overwhelming 

responsibility, which you may not be prepared for.  Of all the dogs we have owned 

before, Mastiffs are the most affectionate, loving and loyal canine companions we have 

ever had.  They truly are gentle giants.  

 

They are BIG!  Really BIG!  They are the largest of the dog breeds and can range in size 

from 26 inches to 36 inches at the shoulder and they weigh anywhere from 130 pounds to 

250+ pounds.  When they are growing puppies, they eat a lot and, for some time, will put 

on up to a pound a day.  However, once they are over their major growing stage, they will 

eat between 6-8 cups of high quality food per day. 

 

Although they are large and can be stubborn at times, they are very sensitive dogs and a 

stern voice is all you need for discipline.  Striking or hitting as a form of discipline can be 

very destructive to a Mastiff's behavior. 

 

There are several questions you must ask yourself to determine if you are ready to 

become a Mastiff owner.  You must answer honestly to make sure you, your family, and 

your Mastiff have the future you all expect and deserve. 

 

Why Do I Want a Mastiff? 
 

Mastiffs are wonderful companions, but they must be just that, a companion.  They are 

not dogs to be left outside, chained to a doghouse or to be left alone in a fenced yard.  

They need lots of human interaction to be properly socialized, trained and owned.  They 

need to be part of your family.  If you don't have the time or the dedication to properly 

include a Mastiff into your lifestyle, then a Mastiff is not the dog for you.  Many 

behavioral problems can occur when a Mastiff is not a member of the family and is left to 

the backyard with only occasional human contact.  Mastiffs will come up with ways to 

occupy their time if they are forgotten, and with heads the size of a five gallon bucket, 

they can be very destructive chewers. 

 

Because of their laidback demeanor, Mastiffs make wonderful house dogs.  However, 

Mastiffs do slobber, some more than others, and all will slobber after they eat or drink.  

Are you prepared to wash your walls, ceilings, etc. after the slobber flies when they shake 

their heads?  Slobber rags must always be handy in strategic locations throughout the 

house. 

 

Mastiffs will snore.  Boy, do they snore.  Sometimes you think a train is going through 



the house.  Are you a light sleeper or one that needs constant quiet to sleep?  If so, 

consider another breed.  They will want to keep you warm at night on the bed of course. 

If not on the bed, then they will want to sleep in the same room.  They can be amazingly 

agile at 2:00 am! 

 

Mastiffs pass gas.  Boy do they pass GAS.  Big dogs, BIG GAS.  ‘Nuff said! 

 

Mastiffs are NOT guard dogs.  They will protect their family more along the lines of a 

watch dog rather than a guard dog.  If your intent is to have a dog that is a guard dog then 

you must think about another breed.  They will often bark and let intruders know they are 

not accepted, but once you accept the guest, chances are they will too.  Their mere 

presence and bark will scare the bravest of burglars. 

 

Mastiffs are wonderful with children.  They are very gentle and quite tolerant of ear and 

tail pulls, sitting on their backs (not a good idea), and they adore licking kid's faces.  

They are naturally protective of children, but please make sure that you supervise and 

train your children to respect and treat the dog well.  The swinging tail of a Mastiff can 

knock a small child over (or clear off a coffee table with one swipe).  If you have very 

small children who are just learning to walk, you may want to wait until they are older to 

get a Mastiff. 

 

Mastiffs can be territorial dogs.  They will protect their yard, house, car and family from 

people or unknown dogs.  They want it to be known that this is their yard.  They are dogs 

that can be very good with other dogs and cats, as long as they have had good 

experiences with them.  If you have an adult male dog already, you might want to 

consider a female Mastiff and vice a versa.  This is not to say that two males cannot get 

along, but males especially have a tendency to want to dominate each other. 

 

Can I Really Afford To Keep a Mastiff? 
 

An adult male Mastiff can go through 40-70 pounds of dry dog food a month, which can 

be $25 to $60 for high quality chow. 

 

A Mastiff, due to its size, will cost you more money at the Vet's office also.  For 

example, antibiotics for a toy poodle might only cost $10, but since most dosages are 

based on weight, a week's supply of antibiotics for your Mastiff can cost upwards of $50 

to $100.  Heartworm medicine will cost more; shots can sometimes be more costly, etc.  

You can expect to spend approximately $200 to $500 per year at the Vet's office, 

depending on the age and medical condition of your Mastiff. 

 

Do I Have Time To Spend Training, Exercising and Grooming a Mastiff? 
 

A Mastiff needs obedience training.  It is necessary for the safety of you and your 

Mastiff.  You do not want to be dragged down the street (possibly into oncoming traffic) 

by your 200 pound male, who is chasing a cat, rabbit or other item he deems interesting.  

The obedience training must be the positive reinforcement type.  Mastiffs respond well to 



love, praise and especially treats.  They do not accept negativity-based training. 

 

Exercising a Mastiff is not as difficult as exercising one of the various sporting breeds 

who seem to have endless energy.  A Mastiff is happy to go on two walks a day for about 

20 - 30 minutes each.  Some love to hike or swim, but jogging companions they are not!  

They will not jog and should not be asked to, because it can be very difficult on their 

joints.  Remember Mastiffs are like some of us... a couch is their idea of the perfect place 

to spend a day, but exercise is important to keep them fit and help them live longer. 

 

Grooming a Mastiff is very easy with a shedding blade or comb one to two times a week.  

Cutting their nails is important and should be done regularly.  It should be started early in 

life as wrestling with a large dog is very interesting!  Teeth cleaning should also be done 

regularly. 

 

No matter what, a Mastiff wants to be with you.  They thrive on sharing your life, and 

will follow you from room to room as you do your work.  As you do things, they will 

follow and hope that you will spend more than a moment in each room.  After all, it takes 

a lot of effort to keep getting up after they've been lying down!  They are devoted to their 

owners and want to have contact with them frequently.  Some want to touch you all the 

time to reassure themselves you are still there. 

 

Will a Mastiff Fit Into My Lifestyle and My Home? 
 

Mastiffs want to be with you.  They love their masters and are very devoted to them.  Do 

you own a big car or van so your Mastiff can go for rides with you to the park, the store, 

the vet, etc? 

 

A small house is suitable as long as the Mastiff goes for walks and plays outside.  The 

yard should be fenced and the Mastiff should have obedience training on the basics: 

come, sit, stay, down, etc.  They should also walk on a leash without dragging you down 

the street.  

 

You must like big, wet slobbery kisses, because they love to give them.  They love to 

sneak onto the couch when you are napping and snuggling is a favorite pastime.  They 

love to be in contact with you, whether it be sitting on your feet, resting their head on 

your lap, or giving you a paw to say Hi! 

 

Do your research before you decide to purchase a Mastiff puppy.  Learn everything you 

can about the breed.  Visit with a family owned by Mastiffs to “meet the breed”.  

 

Owning a Mastiff is a major responsibility, and due to their size and their need to be a 

major part of your family, they are not the breed for everyone.  However, if you 

determine a mastiff is right for you, they will reward you a million times over with their 

love. 
 
 



You probably have a lot of questions before you purchase your puppy, so I will try 

out best to answer them.  Listed below are some of the most frequently asked 

questions that are asked of me.  If you find that you need further information, 

please e-mail me with your specific questions and concerns and I will be happy to 

contact you. 

 

What type of environment will I need to provide? 

 

Mastiffs need people!!  They are not the type of dog that can be chained to a post or 

kept confined to a small area for an extended period of time.  Socializing your puppy is 

extremely important so you must be prepared to devote a lot of time to your new puppy 

and continue with this commitment for its entire life.  Oso Bodacious Mastiffs believes 

that a Mastiff should be treated as an important member of the family.  They should 

have a large fenced area so they can get plenty of exercise (a nice bed to sleep on inside 

the house with the family isn't a bad idea either). 

 

What do I feed my Mastiff and how much will he eat? 

 

Adult Mastiff's eat approximately 4 to 5 cups of dog food per day.  You will need to 

feed your puppy a quality large breed adult food so that his growth stays under control.  

Mastiff puppies should never be fed puppy food after you take them home.  This is very 

important for the bone development of your puppy.  Puppies that grow too fast can 

development many problems early on and later in life.  Oso Bodacious Mastiffs will be 

happy to suggest types of foods for you to use. 

 

My decision has been made - I WANT A MASTIFF!!   

 

The best thing to do at this point is to e-mail me with your request for an Oso 

Bodacious Mastiffs’ puppy, or go to my website (www.osobodaciousmastiffs.com) and 

fill out a puppy application.  You will need to provide your name and telephone 

number where you can be reached.  I will then contact you and begin the process of 

placing the correct puppy with your family. 

 

How do I decide which puppy from the litter is best for my home? 

 

Oso Bodacious Mastiffs will do its best to match a puppy with the right family.  After a 

few e-mails and telephone conversations, I will get a feel for the type of home you will 

provide.  I will then be able to suggest an appropriate puppy for your family.  I can also 

keep you updated with digital photos of your new puppy so you can see their 

development and create the bond that is so very important for your family and puppy. 

 

What types of temperaments to Mastiffs have? 

 

It is the top priority of Oso Bodacious Mastiffs to produce dogs with excellent 

temperaments.  Although all of the dogs are good natured, there are still many 

different personalities.  Some may be shy, some submissive, and some with a much 



higher energy level.  A loving home to your puppy is very important in the success of 

having a well-rounded dog. 

 

How much does a puppy cost?   

 

The price of your puppy varies.  You will need to decide if you are looking for a "pet" 

quality dog or if you are interested in a "show" quality dog.  Pet quality puppies are 

$2000.  Show quality puppies are $2500. (Quality of the puppy, breeding costs and 

medical expenses help determine the price, which may be higher or lower than what is 

quoted above.) 

 

How do I know what to look for in a puppy?   

 

All dogs have a "breed standard" that is listed with the American Kennel Club. The 

best way to find what you're looking for is to visit their site at www.akc.org.  You will 

also find a lot of other useful information on this page. 

 

I still have questions.  How can I contact you?  

 

You can contact me by e-mail at osobodaciousmastiffs@yahoo.com. 

 

 


